Rev. Samuel Song
           Philippians 4:2-3 
 
   10 September 2023


Philippians 4:2-3
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord.  Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Message

I urge Euodia and Syntyche to iron out their differences and make up.  God doesn’t want his children holding grudges.  And, oh, yes, Syzygus, since you’re right there to help them work things out, do your best with them.  These women worked for the Message hand in hand with Clement and me, and with the other veterans – worked as hard as any of us.  Remember, their names are also in the Book of Life.

As we continue to look at the rest of chapter 4 we cannot forget the encouragement of Paul to stand firm from verse 1.

I believe Paul is addressing how to stand firm in the rest of the chapter.

If there were a title for this section it would be:

Stand Firm in Relationships
There seems to be two women who are embattled in a dispute with each other.  Notice Paul doesn’t take sides.  He appeals to their relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our relationship with Jesus should impact every other relationship we have especially with others who have a relationship with Jesus.

Euodia and Syntyche were most likely Paul’s intercessors.

Shared my struggle – sunathleo – to contend with, labor with.

Only used twice both times in Philippians here and in 1:27 and translated as striving together.

Dr. Peter Wagner translated these words, as “Did spiritual warfare with me.”

As powerful intercessors these two women were invaluable to Paul.  He instructs his yokefellow and companion Syzygus to help these women.

These women along with Clement and others were assured of their place in the Book of Life but still had some problems to figure out.

Euodia and Syntyche were two Godly women who couldn’t get along probably because of some sort of offense.

Luke 17:1

And He said to the disciples, “it is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come, but woe to him through whom they come!” 
Stumbling blocks – offense.

Definition – the movable stick or trigger of a trap or snare; any person or thing by which one is entrapped or drawn into error or sin.

The Greek word is skandalon - scandal

 

We see from the Scriptures that offenses will come, but how we respond to them is the real question.
Our response to an offense will determine our near future.
Luke 17:3 

Be on your guard!  If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.
We need to be very aware that the enemy is seeking to destroy the unity among believers in this hour through offenses. 

It has been said that the only ones who can hurt you are the one you have given more of yourself to, and really care about.

Anyone you have a relationship with is a potential offender to your life.
Offense is a trap and like a hose that is tied in a knot, it stops the flow of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

Offense is a tool of entrapment that the enemy uses on believers to bring them into captivity.
John Bevere, The Bait of Satan
There are two kinds of offended people:

1. Those who have been treated unjustly.

2. Those who believe they have been treated unjustly but actually were not.

Swagger & Karens.

The second group of people believes with their whole heart that they have been wronged, their conclusion was drawn from inaccurate information gained through assumption, appearance and hearsay, or their information is accurate, but their conclusion is distorted.

How many of us have ever had a conversation with someone, and what you heard them say and what was really said were two different things? 

E.g. – PSam said if you don’t tithe you should leave SP.

An offense, if allowed to stay in your heart will produce more sin. 

John Bevere


An offended heart is the breeding ground of deception.

Offenses will come but it is our reaction to them that is important.

Remember, it is righteous for God to avenge His servants. 

It is unrighteous for God’s servants to avenge themselves. 

Romans 12:19

Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.

Proverbs 20:22


Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the Lord, and He will save you.

According to the Scriptures, God sets the members in the body just as He pleases. When God places you in a body to let your roots go down and bear much fruit; the enemy will do all in his power to distract you and uproot you, because he does not want you to bear fruit. 

If you are offended and don’t take care of it, it will follow you and come up again and again. Many people float from church to church because their roots don’t go deep, leaving them so weak that they find themselves unable to endure any hardship or persecution.

God didn’t create us to live separately, but in unity, and to learn to work through our problems with each other.

We deal not only with other’s flaws but our own and as a result we all mature.

Ok so if we were in this situation what should we do?

1. Talk to God before talking to the person. 

Discuss the problem with God first.

If you will pray about the conflict first instead of talking to others and gossiping to a friend, you will often discover that either God changes your heart or He changes the other person without your help.

All your relationships would go smoother if you would just pray more about them 

As David did with his Psalms, use prayer to ventilate vertically. 

Psalm 25:18

​
Look upon my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins.

Psalm 109:3-4


In return for my love they act as my accusers; but I am in prayer.

Accuser is same basic word for Satan.

John Trapp


To render evil for evil is brutish, but to render evil for good is devilish.

David’s words are more striking in Hebrew.  Literally translated, “But I prayer.”  He prays so much he literally becomes prayer.

Tell God your frustrations, Cry out to him, He's never surprised or upset by your anger, hurt, insecurity, or any other emotions, So tell Him exactly how you feel. 

Jackie Pullinger’s advice to me.

Most conflict is rooted in unmet needs.  Some of these needs can only be met by God.

When you expect anyone – a friend, spouse, pastor, or family member to meet a need that only God can fulfill, you are setting yourself up for disappointment and bitterness.

No one can meet all of your needs except God!

The apostle James noted that many of our conflicts are caused by lack of prayer.

James 4:1-2 

What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  You lust and do not have so you commit murder.  You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.  You do not have, because you do not ask.

Instead of looking to God, we look to others to make us happy and then get angry when they fail us.

God says, "Why don't you come to Me first?" 

We will continue next week…
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